Transforming the Present, Shaping the Future
]

Dear Friends,

As a new year begins, we pause to thank you all for your
support and commitment to improving Jewish, Muslim,
Israeli and Palestinian relations, so often marred by distrust,
hate, and violence. Your support helps us bring together
young people who will lead their communities on a new
path. In the New Year we strive to ensure the continuation
and success of our transformative programs. Please help us
by making a donation to Abraham’s Vision.

Salam, Shalom, In Peace,

Huda Abu Arqoub and Aaron Hahn Tapper

To kick off 2010 we have some exciting activities and
updates:

* The UnityJam Benefit Concert Incredible Success!

* Upcoming Events

* Beyond Bridges: Israel-Palestine is Accepting Applications!
* Full Scholarships for our Fifth Consecutive Vision Program

e CTE's Second Facilitation Course Finishes
® Unity Program and Unity Program II Updates
¢ In the Media

The UnityJam Benefit Concert Incredible Success!

The UnityJam Benefit Concert was a touching, reflective
event which brought together 357 Vision and Unity Program
students and AV supporters for a night of eclectic, world
music. On the evening of January 17, Pakistani rocker Salman
Ahmad and Common Chords (Elizabeth Schwartz, Lou
Finnochi, Muhammad Saleem, and Yale Strom) gave a
heartwarming, dance-inspiring performance. The music
ranged from Roma inspired tunes to Punjabi rock ballads,
from Hava Nagila (a traditional Jewish song) to a musical
interpretation of the Athan (the call to prayer).

Abraham's Vision was proud to co-host the event with the
Salman & Samina Global Wellness Initiative (SSGWI), an
organization working to help Pakistan’s three million
impoverished IDPs (internally-displaced persons). All
proceeds from the concert support Abraham's Vision and
SSGWI.

Upcoming Events

January 24, 2010, 1pm-
8pm- Co-Executive
Director Hahn Tapper
will offer an interactive
workshop called "From
Isaac and Ishmael to
Israel and Palestine:
Biblical Roots of
Conflict and
Reconciliation" at the
Addison-Penzak
Jewish Community
Center of the Silicon
Valley's "Jewbilee! A
Day of Jewish
Learning." This "Day of Jewish Learning" will include
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discussions on social justice and conflict transformation,
among other issues. The event runs from 1pm to 8pm; Hahn
Tapper speaks at 4:50pm. For more information click here.

January 28, 2010, 7:30pm- The Addison-Penzak Jewish
Community Center of the Silicon Valley will kick off its
Winter Speaker Series with Co-Executive Director Hahn
Tapper giving a presentation on conflict transformation

education. For more information email ¢ll@svijcc.org or call
(408) 357-7413.

February 4, 2010, 1pm EST- Co-Executive Directors Abu
Arqoub and Hahn Tapper will be interviewed on “Arava on
the Air,” an online radio interview show produced in

conjunction with the Arava Institute, an environmental
leadership program based in the Middle East which brings
together Jewish, Jordanian, and Palestinian researchers to
encourage cooperative, sustainable development and
environmental preservation. To listen to the show just click
here!

February 3,10,17, 2010, 7pm-9pm The Jewish Community
Center of San Francisco is holding a three-part series called

"Ending the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: Grassroots
Peacemaking." The series will kick off with a lecture from the
director of Just Vision, Ronit Avni, on February 3. The
following week Co-Executive Directors Hahn Tapper and
Abu Arqoub will speak. Lastly, Unity and Vision Program
alumni will speak on February 17. All three evenings will
begin at 7pm. The events cost $30 for JCCSF Member and $40
for non-members. Click here for more information.

Beyond Bridges: Israel-Palestine is Accepting Applications!

Beyond Bridges: Israel-Palestine is an exciting new summer
program that takes university students to the Middle East on
a journey of comparative conflict analysis and
transformation. The program combines rigorous academics
and hands-on training in Israel and Palestine, allowing

students to learn from their surroundings and explore
fundamental elements of conflict. Sound interesting? Learn
more and apply!

Full Scholarships for Our Fith Consecutive Vision Program

Abraham’s Vision is
offering a select
number of full
scholarships for 12
Palestinian students
and 12 Jewish
students for the Vision
Program. This
program enables students to explore the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict academically utilizing comparative methods and
social justice analysis and personally through individual and

group processes. The scholarship spans a year and includes
meetings, discussions and a trip to the Balkans. Apply here!
First come, first serve!

CTE's Second Facilitation Course Finishes
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CTE Facilitation course participants, Co-Executive Directors Hahn Tapper and Abu Argoub, and Co-
Facilitators Ahmad Amara and Dror Post

The Center for Transformative Education (an affiliate of

Abraham's Vision) concluded its second annual course at the
University of San Francisco on January 22, 2010. The
facilitation training course, which gives students the tools to
begin training for conflict transformation, graduated ten
participants after ten days of instruction. Abraham’s Vision is
looking forward to running the facilitation course with USF
again next year and will potentially expand to new university
campuses. To learn more click here.

Unity Program and Unity Program II Updates

i

Unity Program

After completing the first half of the program, students and
parents from the Bay Area Unity Programs met to discuss
next steps. This was the first time that UP parents had the
opportunity to meet one another. In the coming weeks,
students from all three Unity Programs will meet for “group
processes,” where they will discuss issues surrounding
conflict transformation and social justice. The meetings in
early January helped prepare both the students and parents
for the upcoming “group processes” and gave them a taste of
the curriculum.

Unity Program II

Unity Program II (UP II) is a new program that brings Unity
Program graduates together to continue their conflict
transformation work through social justice projects. UP II
students met January 24, 2010 to discuss the social justice
service projects they intend to pursue this semester.
Abraham’s Vision will take an active role in mentoring their
development as social activists.

In the Media

% The San Francisco Examiner
published a three-part article
about AV’s Co-Executive
Director Abu Arqoub regarding
~ her experiences as a peace

l activist, the Israeli-Palestinian
_ | conflict and her work with

-y ' TR " Abraham’s Vision. Feel free to
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TH [] ” (:U U g’ J H ﬁ*ﬂ === read through the article here.

HOW ARE WE DIFFERENT?
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Abraham's Vision is a conflict trans
individual identities through experiential and political education. Examining social
relations within and between the Jewish, Muslim, Israeli, and Palestinian communities, we
empower participants to practice just alternatives to the status quo.

We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit conflict transformation organization, dedicated to
creating a new generation of leaders empowered and committed to improving our
world. Our distinct vision is based on the following principles:

71 Equal Partnerships: We are committed to equal partnerships across ethnic,
religious, and gender lines. This commitment is reflected in our
organizational structure as well as our long-term programs, workshops,
and presentations.

1 Experiential Learning: We are committed to creative forms of education
that both recognize the importance of content-based teaching and value
individual and group participant experiences.

1 Encounters: We approach inter-group encounters as a reflection of the
political realities in which we live, utilizing them as a central element of
our educational approach.

7 Political Education: We focus on individual and collective relationships
within current political realities, placing the relationship between
individuals and groups at the center of the educational experience rather
than analyzing political developments as something separate from
students.




