
 

 

Dear Friends,  

We have many exciting updates for you this month. Whether 

it be reports on recent events, activities on the near horizon, 

or updates on our two year-round programs (Unity and 

Vision), we have quite a bit to share this month! We hope you 

enjoy our November newsletter as much as we enjoyed 

putting it together. 

In this issue: 

 

• Abraham’s Vision Attends Interfaith Youth Core’s 5th 

National Conference 

• 2007-08 Vision Program Fall Retreat 

• 2008-09 Vision Program Launches: New Director! New 

Application! New Video! 

• 2007-08 Unity High School Program 

• In Other News… 

• Students Speak 

 

Abraham’s Vision Attends Interfaith Youth Core’s 5th 

National Conference  

 

Gibran Bouayad (far left of table) speaks on a panel entitled ‚Building Mutually Inspiring 

Relationships Across Religious Boundaries.‛  

From October 28th to the 30th, Director of Operations, Gibran 

Bouayad attended IFYC’s 5th National Conference at the 

Chicago Cultural Center. Accompanying Bouayad were 

Unity Program Co-Educator Zakiya Muwwakkil and 2005-06 

alumna Becky Katz, who together presented a workshop on 

the Unity Program. They debuted a short film about this high 

school course for Jewish and Muslim students, footage shot 

 



by 2005-06 Unity Program alumni and Summer 2006 New 

York Interns Becky Katz and Sara Hadi. This film can now be 

seen on our website! 

On the second day of the conference, Bouayad participated 

on a panel entitled, ‚Building Mutually Inspiring 

Relationships Across Religious Boundaries.‛ Moderated by 

Tufts University student and former IFYC Youth Council 

member Jennifer Bailey, the panel also included Sally Mahé, 

Director of Organizational Development with the United 

Religions Initiative, Eliyahu McLean, Director of Jerusalem 

Peacemakers, and Ji Hyang Sunim, a Zen nun and college 

Chaplain. For more information visit www.ifyc.org. 

2007-08 Vision Program Fall Retreat  

From 

November 29th 

to December 

2nd, Fellows of 

the 2007 Vision 

Program 

Fellows will be 

attending the 

first follow-up 

retreat after 

returning from 

their month-

long summer program in the Balkans. The students will 

reconvene with one another in West Virginia at Ezekiel's 

Place, a retreat center which promotes individual, 

community, and global efforts toward peace, justice, renewal 

and reconciliation.  

We look forward to a very fruitful time together. Check out 

our Summer 2007 Vision Program Weblog for photos and 

essays from the students posted while they were traveling 

through the Balkans during the summer. 

 

A solitary gazeebo for rest and contemplation on the grounds of Ezekiel's 

Place.  

2008-09 Vision Program Launches  

 

Vision Program Director, Huda Abu 
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New Vision Program Director 

Joins AV!  

Welcome to new Vision Program Director Huda Abu 

Arqoub. A former Fulbright scholar with a Master’s degree in 

Conflict Transformation from Eastern Mennonite University 

and a BA in Education and English Literature from Al-Quds 

Open University, Huda comes to us from Dura, Hebron, 

where she is currently running the Vision Program for the 

short-term. Born in Jerusalem to a Muslim Palestinian family 

of twelve, Huda has been active in grassroots Palestinian 

initiatives focusing on issues related to human rights and 

gender equality. Click here to learn more about her amazing 

background. 

 

Application Now Available On Website  

On November 1, 2007, our 2008-09 Vision Program on-line 

application was made available on our website for all 

perspective applicants. The completed application is due 

February 15, 2008. Good luck to all those who apply.  

 

Vision Program Film Now Available 

After privately screening the Vision Program film several 

times at presentations and fundraisers across the country, 

this film is now available to view on our website. Shot 

entirely by students in the Balkans during the Summer 

component of the pilot 2006-07 Vision Program, the film 

highlights the impact of this powerful program through 

personal stories shared by our students. 

Arqoub. 

2007-08 Unity High School Program  

 

Students from the Abrahams Joshua Heschel and Al-Iman Schools converse and share a meal 

together during the first Inter-School meeting. 

It has been an exciting month for our students at the Heschel 
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and Al-Iman Schools. As part of this month’s ‘Speaker 

Series,’ our own Unity Program Educators Andy Shugerman 

and Zakiya Muwwakkil were each other’s guest speakers. 

This allowed the opportunity for students to meet and 

interact with the ‘other’ educator. At the Heschel School, 

Zakiya discussed her spiritual and religious journey, and 

how her personal path has influenced her in becoming a 

religious educator.  At the Al-Iman School, Andy spoke 

about his journey from being a Jewish high school student at 

a non-religious school to the many experiences that led him 

to becoming more religiously observant. Other guests 

included Nick O’Mahoney, who spoke to Al-Iman students 

about his mixed Jewish and Christian family heritage and 

how his academic background in astronomy and classics 

from NYU and Columbia University relate to ancient and 

contemporary religious myths, traditions, and rituals. Later 

this month, Joseph Skloot and Dr. Louis Abdelatif Cristello 

are scheduled to present at both schools.  

In addition to the 'Speakers Series’, our first Inter-School 

meeting was a powerful day, as students related how 

rewarding and engaging the event was for them. The topics 

discussed primarily revolved around students’ families and 

their respective schools. They had the opportunity to share 

with each other their expectations of the larger group and of 

themselves as individuals. As a result of getting to know each 

other on a deeper level, students were able to express their 

feelings and reflections freely and safely, laying the 

foundations that will allow them to explore deeper issues 

over the course of the next five months. Our students are 

already planning their second Inter-School meeting, which 

will take place on November 28th, led by our Senior 

Facilitator Ahmad Amara and Co-Facilitator Dror Post. 

In Other News…  

2007-08 Abraham’s Vision 

Fellow, David Young, has 

published another news 

article based on his 

experience as part of the 

summer program in the 

Balkans. Click here to read 

his article.   

On Sunday, November 18, 

from 9:30-11:00AM, 

Directors Gibran Bouayad 

and Aaron Hahn Tapper 

will be giving a 

presentation on Abraham's 

Vision at Temple Israel of 

 

A flyer for the "Jerusalem Women Speak" event at the 

Beverly Hills Library on Sunday, November 18th at 2 

pm. 
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Hollywood. After showing a powerful video of their Vision 

program, Bouayad and Hahn Tapper will lead a Q&A session 

with participants, discussing their personal thoughts on both 

the current and future realpolitik between the global Jewish, 

Muslim, Israeli, and Palestinian communities. For more 

information about this groundbreaking program please click 

here. 

Also on Sunday, November 18th, the ‚Jerusalem Women 

Speak‛ tour, which is organized by Partners for Peace, is 

making a stop at the Beverly Hills Library. Starting at 2 pm, 

three women from Israel-Palestine, representing three faiths - 

Islam, Judaism, and Christianity - will share one vision of 

peace.  They will talk about their stories, their fears, and their 

hope for peace.  After the women speak and answer some 

questions, small community discussion groups will be 

facilitated by co-sponsors of the event which include 

Abraham’s Vision, American Friends Service Committee, 

Council on American-Islamic Relations, Muslim Public 

Affairs Council, LA Jews for Peace, and the Levantine 

Cultural Center. Click on the image above for more 

information. 

.  

 "Students Speak"  

In this feature, we highlight the transformations taking place using 

our students' own words, some from written assignments, while 

others are excerpted from articles featuring their emerging 

voices. To view more student reflections, visit our website at 

www.abrahamsvision.org  or click here to view the Vision and 

Unity  weblogs.  

  

THE UNITY PROGRAM 

"Indeed, a one of a kind course, the unity program’s 

inventive classes provide me with a lot. From the usual 

teacher lead classes wherein I developed understanding of 

vital concepts such as conflict theories and learned about 

issues pertaining to Muslim-Jewish relations, to visits by 

Muslim and Jewish guest speakers, to the very interactive 

sessions with students of a Jewish school, there is much to 

take advantage of and add to one’s life experience." 

To read the entirety of the submission by Syed M. Rasvi, visit our 

2007-08 Unity NYC Program Weblog. 

  

"As [Daniel] Pipes demonstrates in his article, adults in the 

Islamic community teach their children Anti-Jewish ideas. 
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Yet what Pipes does not relate in his article is that many 

Jewish youth also are taught Anti-Muslim ideas. Dialogue 

through the use of creative communication is the most 

necessary tool in order to overcome this ignorance, mistrust 

and overall hatred of the other. Rather than teaching tools 

that just further incite hatred and mistrust, Jewish and 

Muslim institutions should instill in their youth tools that 

promote the importance of dialogue and trying to 

understand and embrace the other." 

To read the entirety of the submission by Maya Matolon, visit our 

2007-08 Unity NYC Program Weblog where it will be online shortly. 

  

To read weblogs from some of our past programs, please go 

to the following links from 2006-07: SAR intra-

community student weblog and Al-Iman/Heschel interschool 

weblog, or go back to the 2005-06 students weblog, our first 

AV program! 

  
 

HOW ARE WE DIFFERENT? 

 ÉÙÈÏÈÔɀÚɯ5ÐÚÐÖÕɯÐÚɯÈɯÊÖÕÍÓÐÊÛɯÛÙÈÕÚÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÙÎÈÕÐáÈÛÐÖÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÌß×ÓÖÙÌÚɯÎÙÖÜ×ɯÈÕËɯ

individual identities through experiential and political education. Examining social 

relations within and between the Jewish, Muslim, Israeli, and Palestinian communities, we 

empower participants to practice just alternatives to the status quo. 

We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit conflict transformation organization, dedicated to 

creating a new generation of leaders empowered and committed to improving our 

world. Our distinct vision is based on the following principles:  

 Equal Partnerships: We are committed to equal partnerships across ethnic, 

religious, and gender lines. This commitment is reflected in our 

organizational structure as well as our long-term programs, workshops, 

and presentations. 
 Experiential Learning: We are committed to creative forms of education 

that both recognize the importance of content-based teaching and value 

individual and group participant experiences.  
 Encounters: We approach inter-group encounters as a reflection of the 

political realities in which we live, utilizing them as a central element of 

our educational approach.  
 Political Education: We focus on individual and collective relationships 

within current political realities, placing the relationship between 

individuals and groups at the center of the educational experience rather 

than analyzing political developments as something separate from 

students.  
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