Transforming the Present, Shaping the Future
-

Dear Friends,
We have an incrediby exciting winter lined up!

On Sunday evening, January 17, 2010, for the first time ever,
Abraham's Vision will be co-sponsoring a benefit concert at
Stanford University, featuring word famous rock musician
Salman Ahmad! This incredible evening will support conflict
transformation programming and humanitarian relief in
Pakistan. Also in January, through the Center for
Transformative Education we will offer our second annual
Facilitation Training course in both New York and San
Franciso.

Of course, our year-round programming, including the Unity
Programs and the Unity Program II, are continuing on
course. And our Vision Program fellows just completed their
first post-summer conference, which was very successful.
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UnityJam Benefit Concert

YnityJam
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UnityJam is an incredible musical event featuring world
famous music stars Salman Ahmad, Elizabeth Schwartz,
Muhammad Saleem, and Yale Strom. For the first time ever
Abraham's Vision will be teaming up with the Salman &
Samina Global Wellness Initiative (SSGWI), an organization
working to help Pakistan’s 3 million impoverished IDPs
(internally-displaced persons). All proceeds from this benefit
concert will support Abraham's Vision and SSGWI.

Learn more about UnityJam.

Purchase Unity]Jam tickets.

CTE Facilitation Course Offered for Second Year!
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After the successful launch of our pilot facilitation training
course in January 2009, the Center for Transformative
Education (an affiliate of Abraham's Vision) is happy to
announce the return of this course at both Columbia
University and the University of San Francisco.

Offered at Columbia University from January 3 to 9 and at
the University of San Francisco from January 11 to the 22 (M-
F), our facilitation training course prepares students to
become practitioners in working with groups in conflict. To
learn more click here.

Vision Program Fall Conference
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Along with Co-Facilitator Amit Perelson (back left) and Co-Executive Director Abu
Arqoub (back right), 2009-10 Vision Program fellows grab a moment together on the
couch at the Fall Conference.

Earlier this month the 2009-10 Vision Program fellows re-
convened for the first time since leaving the Balkans. Over
this first of two four-day conferences (second is in
March/April), students continued the group and individual
processes they began in the former Yugoslavia, exploring
new ways to work towards transforming, and ending, the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Coming together from across the country, the participants
discussed transitioning back to their campuses and the
challenge to promote social justice and human rights causes
locally and worldwide. Joined by VP Co-Facilitators Ahmad
Amara and Amit Perelson, who traveled all the way from the
Middle East, students continued to grapple with how their
experiences in the Balkans will shape their lives in the
months, and years, to come.

Stay tuned for a list of student presentations in your area...

Unity Programs Bay Area




Unity Program II participants Samantha Strimling, Mahsa
Kashani, and Yasi Ramezanzadeh (left to right).

Unity Program and Unity Program II participants have been
busy engaging in important and difficult converstations.

Most recently, Muslim students from the East BayUnity
Program were hosted by their Jewish counterparts at
Berkeley Midrasha, which meets at Temple Beth El
(Berkeley). The meeting focused on Jewish prayer, comparing
and contrasting it with Muslim prayer. During the students'
tour of the synagogue's sanctuary, some of the Muslim
students remarked how this was their first time inside a
Jewish prayer space. Participants in the San Francisc@nity
Program spent the last few weeks learning about different

aspects of identity formation within the Jewish and Muslim
communities. In their first inter-community meeting, held at
the Islamic Society of San Francisco's mosque, Masjid Dar
Asalam, students began to explore what it means to be
Jewish or Muslim in the United States today. The students
are excited for their next meeting, which will take place at
Congregation Sherith Israel, one of the oldest synagogues in
Northern California. South BayUnity Program students
learned with the I[slamic Networks Group's Maha Elgenaidi
to speak about her religious path and her work educating
others about Islam.
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The Unity Program II particpants met this month at
Oakland's Islamic Cultural Center of Northern California,
where they explored various elements to what it is like to
welcome 'others' into one's 'own' space. Thereafter they

continued their conversation regarding their second semester
social justice project, which they are still deciding upon
together. Their next meeting will be held at Berkeley's
Congregation Netivot Shalom.

AV Receives IFYC's Prestigious Bridge Builders Movement
Award

AV Co-Executive Directors Aaron Hahn Tapper (left) and Huda Abu Aqoub (center)
accept the Bridge Builders Movement Award from Interfaith Youth Core Executive
Director and Founder Eboo Patel.

Abraham's Vision was recently honored at the Interfaith
Youth Core's annual conference, where we received the
prestigious Bridge Builders Movement Award, an honor
bestowed upon an institution or individual who has
significantly impacted the interfaith youth movement.

In his introductory remarks, IFYC Founder and Executive
Director Eboo Patel noted that AV offers empowering,
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thoughtful programs confronting the challenges of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, givng students a number of ways
to move through this omni-present 'elephant in the room.’

Recent Presentations

“Engaging The Other”

The Power of Compassion

October 23-25: Co-Executive Directors Huda Abu Arqoub
and Aaron Hahn Tapper met with the AV Board of Directors
at the first annual Board of Directors retreat, a two and a half
day gathering designed to allow the AV leadership to finalize
plans for growing AV into its potential.

October 25-27: Abu Arqoub and Hahn Tapper lead two
workshops at the Interfaith Youth Core's "Leadership in a
Religiously Diverse Worltconference, an international
gathering of inter-community activists, scholars, policy
makers, religious leaders, foundation representatives, media
professionals and young people. AV was presented with
IFYC’s prestigious “Bridge Builders Movement Award,”
given to an organization that has significantly impacted the
interfaith youth movement.

November 1: Abu Arqoub and FEitan Trabin met with Unity
Program - East Bay participants and their parents at the



http://abrahamsvision.pmailus.com/pmailweb/ct?d=KBQ_tAGhACUAAAHbAANezA
http://abrahamsvision.pmailus.com/pmailweb/ct?d=KBQ_tAGhACUAAAI1AANezA
http://abrahamsvision.pmailus.com/pmailweb/ct?d=KBQ_tAGhACUAAAI1AANezA

annual Midrasha open house. The two AV staffers led a
discussion about leadership as exemplified in the Qur'an and
Torah as a model lesson to give the parents a taste of what
Unity Program students experience.

November 4: Hahn Tapper gave a presentation at Santa Clara
University on the challenges of contemporary Jewish-Muslim
relations. The event was co-sponsored by AIMES (Arabic,
Islamic, and Middle Eastern Studies), the Markkula Center
for Applied Ethics, and the Religious Studies and Political
Science Departments.

November 14: Abu Arqoub spoke at the Engaging the Other
Conference in San Mateo, sharing some of her experiences as
a professional involved in inter-group facilitation. She also
focused on exploring AV's unique model.

Upcoming New Programs...

T

COMING SOON

TO

Within the month we will be launching two new CTE
summer programs.
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Stay tuned...

AV Alumni... Where are they Now?

These are Avital Aboody and Ekhlas Salama's original Vision Program
application photos... from three years ago!

Each month we share insights from our current student-
participants, sharing their AV experiences with you through
their student weblog entries. This month we have decided to
share something else with you, a new section of the
newsletter - "AV Alumni... Where are they Now?" With more
than 200 alumni from across the US and the Middle East,
some of whom graduated from our programs back in 2006,
we thought it particularly important to share with you what
the future leaders of the world are doing to prepare
themselves.

This month we have chosen two alumnae from the inaugural
2006-07 Vision Program, Avital Aboody and Eklhas Salama.

Avital Aboody: During her Vision Program fellowship,
Aboody attended the University of California, Berkeley,
where she graduated in June 2009 with a major in Peace and
Contlict Studies. During the 2009-10 year, Aboody has a
prestigious New Israel Fund/Shatil Social Justice Fellowship,
which allows her to spend the year in Israel engaged in
leadership training, community development, and activism.
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Ekhlas Salama: During her Vision Program fellowship,
Salama attended the University of California, Los Angeles,
where she graduated in June 2008 with a major in
International Development, focusing on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. Salama is currently a second year student
in Global and International Studies Master's degree program

at the University of California, Santa Barbara, where she is
focusing her studies on Palestinian citizens of Israel.

We look forward to continuing to watch Aboody and Salama
in the professional world of grassroots organizers, working
to bring social justice to our communities.

For updated photos for Aboody and Salama, respectively, click here and here.

HOW ARE WE DIFFERENT?

individual identities through experiential and political education. Examining social
relations within and between the Jewish, Muslim, Israeli, and Palestinian communitie
empower participants to practice just alternatives to the status quo.

We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit conflict transformation organization, dedicated to
creating a new generation of leaders empowered and committed to improving our
world. Our distinct vision is based on the following principles:

71 Equal Partnerships: We are committed to equal partnerships across ethnic,
religious, and gender lines. This commitment is reflected in our
organizational structure as well as our long-term programs, workshops,
and presentations.

1 Experiential Learning: We are committed to creative forms of education
that both recognize the importance of content-based teaching and value
individual and group participant experiences.

1 Encounters: We approach inter-group encounters as a reflection of the
political realities in which we live, utilizing them as a central element of
our educational approach.

7 Political Education: We focus on individual and collective relationships
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within current political realities, placing the relationship between
individuals and groups at the center of the educational experience rather
than analyzing political developments as something separate from
students.




