Transforming the Present, Shaping the Future
]

Dear Friends,

As we transition to autumn, our programs have begun to
pick up speed. The Bay Area Unity Program and Unity
Program II participants and educators are starting to settle in
while our Vision Program fellows are preparing for their first
post-summer conference. In addition, things are falling into
place for our second annual offering of a facilitation training
course (working with groups in conflict), offered in
partnership with Columbia University and the University of
San Francisco.
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CTE Facilitation Course Offered for Second Year!

Acoepting Applications Now

Space s Limited

After the successful launch of our pilot facilitation training
course in January 2009, the Center for Transformative
Education (an affiliate of Abraham's Vision) is happy to
announce the return of this course at both Columbia
University and the University of San Francisco.

Offered at Columbia University from January 3 to 8, 2010,
and at the University of San Francisco from January 11 to the
22,2010 (M-F), our facilitation training course prepares
students to become practitioners in working with groups in
conflict. To learn more click here.

2009-10 Unity Programs Off to a Great Start

In early October, UP: South Bay students met at Congregation Beth Jacob (Redwood City) to learn about
the Jewish holiday of Sukkot. During their visit CB] Ritual Director Bill Futornick showed the students a
Torah scroll.

Our three 2009-10 Bay Area Unity Programs are now off and
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running. Students in the East Bay, South Bay, and the city of
San Francisco have begun to have both uni-communal and
bi-communal sessions. Over the next few months each group
will meet together for a number fieldtrips and classes. From
January through May students will shift towards bi-monthly
bi-communal group process sessions.

A Few Spots Left for UPs Bay Area

~~~~~~

Muslim ;¢
Jewish :

We have a few spots still open for our three Bay Area Unity
Programs. Apply online now!

2009-1 0 UP 1| 1 Student s’ Second

Unity Program If

This month UP II students met for the second time at the
University of California, Berkeley. Co-Educators Aysha
Hidayatullah and Eileen Soffer continued the group
discussion regarding the second semester social justice
project. In addition, they led the students in a text study
focused on the biblical and qur’anic figures Hagar/Hajar and
Sarah, exploring such questions as whether it is possible for
these sacred texts to co-exist.

2009-10 Vi sion Program Student ¢

2009-10 Vision Program fellows will convene at the VP Fall Conference from November 12-15.

In mid-November our twelve 2009-10 Vision Program
students will re-convene for the first time since leaving the
Balkans. Over this first of two four-day conferences, students
will continue the group and individual process they began in
the former Yugoslavia, exploring new ways to work towards
transforming, and ending, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. This
conference will be held in AV’s home base, the city of San
Francisco, where students and staff will host out-of-town
students, including VP Co-Facilitator Amit Perelson, who is
coming all the way from Haifa!

2009-10 Vision Program Students Speak on Campuses

LT

International House at UC Bérkeley.

Our twelve 2009-10 Vision Program students have returned
to their university campuses, where they have begun to
speak to fellow students and community members. Some of
the presentations the fellows have recently given include (1) a
presentation about identity, communal narratives, and the
Vision Program with members of Community Peace Builders
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in Oberlin, OH; (2) a discussion led by three fellows about the
Vision Program to a group in Palo Alto, CA; and (3) a
presentation focusing on personal transformation at the
International House in Berkeley, CA.

Recent Presentations
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Vision Program Alumni Fadi Quran and Oren Kroll-Zeldin, along with Co-Executive Director
Huda Abu Arqoub, discuss the work of Abraham's Vision at Kehillah Community Synagogue.

October 18: Along with two 2008-09 VP alumni, Oren Kroll-
Zeldin and Fadi Qur’an, Co Executive Directors Huda Abu
Arqoub and Aaron Hahn Tapper met with community
members from the East Bay, including congregants from
Kehillah Community Synagogue to discuss the work of
Abraham’s Vision. The highlight of the night -- for Abu
Arqoub, Hahn Tapper, and the attendees -- was the
opportunity to hear from Kroll-Zeldin and Qur’an, who
shared how the VP experience helped transform their

worldview, reinforcing the responsibility each of us has
towards social justice.

Upcoming Events, Presentations, and Workshops

October 23-25: Abu Arqoub, Hahn Tapper, and the AV Board
of Directors will convene for the first annual Board of
Directors retreat, a two and one half day gathering designed
to allow the AV leadership to finalize plans for growing AV
into its potential.

October 25-27: Abu Arqoub and Hahn Tapper are leading
two workshops at the Interfaith Youth Corps' "Leadership in a
Religiously Diverse Worltconference, an international
gathering of inter-community activists, scholars, policy
makers, religious leaders, foundation representatives, media
professionals and young people. In addition, AV will be
presented with IFYC’s prestigious “Bridge Builders
Movement Award,” given to an organization that has
significantly impacted the interfaith youth movement.

November 4: Hahn Tapper is giving a presentation at Santa
Clara University on the challenges of contemporary Jewish-
Muslim relations. The event is co-sponsored by AIMES
(Arabic, Islamic, and Middle Eastern Studies), the Markkula
Center for Applied Ethics, and the Religious Studies and
Political Science Departments.

November 12-15: 2009-10 Vision Program Fellows travel to
the San Francisco Bay Area for their fall conference.

HOW ARE WE DIFFERENT?

individual identities through experiential and political education. Examining $ocia
relations within and between the Jewish, Muslim, Israeli, and Palestinian communitie
empower participants to practice just alternatives to the status quo.

We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit conflict transformation organization, dedicated to
creating a new generation of leaders empowered and committed to improving our
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world. Our distinct vision is based on the following principles:

f

Equal Partnerships: We are committed to equal partnerships across ethnic,
religious, and gender lines. This commitment is reflected in our
organizational structure as well as our long-term programs, workshops,
and presentations.

Experiential Learning: We are committed to creative forms of education
that both recognize the importance of content-based teaching and value
individual and group participant experiences.

Encounters: We approach inter-group encounters as a reflection of the
political realities in which we live, utilizing them as a central element of
our educational approach.

Political Education: We focus on individual and collective relationships
within current political realities, placing the relationship between
individuals and groups at the center of the educational experience rather
than analyzing political developments as something separate from
students.




